R-42~4

During the sugar beet season which will bepin in a couple of months, 0-4-0T
engines can be seen operating at several sugar beet mills in Colorado. The plant in
Longmont normally uses a diesel, but the steam engine is spotted in a good place for
photogrephs. .t Loveland stean still provides all of the power. The plant at Fort
Collins is now being dismantled end the engine there is gone. /e did not visit the
Grent Western plants at Ovid, Sterling, and Fort Liorgen to check on the 0-4-0T eng-
ines reportedly there. .

The largest concentretion of steam, of course, can be found on the Denver & Rio
Grande Vestern narrow gauge system. .hile ten years ngo trains may have run twice a
week or more, ond even as much as five years ago they ran once a week, you are lucky
now to to see one every ten to fifteen days: Going west towards Durango loads con-
sist almost entirely of drilling clay and pipe for the oil industry in Farmington.
Eastbound, o lumber mill outside of Durango and another in Chans provide alrmost all
of the freight. The moving of cattle and sheep during fall and spring is now nill.
A larpe proportion of the narrow gauge equipment is in need of reprir. Things don't
look too good, especinlly as the D&RG.W is supposidly about to petition for abandon <
rient of all but the Durango - Silverton passenger run. It appears that this may be
the 1last yenr for repular narrow gaupe operations of any magnitide. Next year, per~
haps, only an occasional train mgy run, and then.........



