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A MUSEUM IS BORN

by Charles Kent

Our pride and Jey!

line shafts remeved prier to shipment te San Diege.

It all started with a meeting of 12
railfans on Qotober 18, 1969, Thie small
group of railfans discussed railroad mu-
seum sotivity in San Diego County. They
decided thet there was mot enough being
done towards the establishment of an op-
erating museum in Sam Diego Cowmty. 1In
short, they telked of the possibility of
establishing a rail museum. At that time
those or hand sgreed that the Rallway
Historieal Society of Sem Diego would and
should be involved in a museum projeot if
one should be initiated.

Bven at thet early date one of the
major hurdles sppeared to be the acquisit-
ion of land for a museum site. This 1is
#t111 e major problem today——nearly tem
yoars later. Among sites suggested were
the National City waterfromt, Rose Can-
yon, Otay Valley and the former street
oar right-of-way in Bealboa Park.

Oil-burning Shay is shown at Perris, Califernie with
Thies engine last evr-

erated on Feather River Relilway in 1966, where she was Number 3.
=Eric Sanders photo

After a few more meetings, some of
which were held at the Spreekels Organ
Pavilion office, the Sean Diego County
Ka1liwsy Museum (mow the Paeifie Southwest
Railway Museum Association, Ime.,) was or-
gani ged. The SDCRM, which eame into be-
ing on April 16, 1961, was mot affiliated
with the Reilway Historieal Society of
Sam Diego. The first business meeting
was held on May 21, 1961.

Believe it or mot, the dues for the
San Diego County Railway Museum were $10
per year, or $1 per month, Looks like we
shouldn't complain about the proposed
hike to $10 per year in PSRMA dues!

The officers in that first year were:
Lyle Judd, president; Eric Sanders, secre-
tary; and Charles Gerdes, treasurer.

In September, 1961, much interest in
obtaining land near Campo was evident in
the group. The Campo aree hes been the
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