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A TRIP ON
METROLINER by Dave Yarkinson

On a recent business trip to the East Coast, I had
the opportunity to ride the “‘etroliner for the fi-
rst time. I thought the luseum members would be in-
terested in my impressions, !y trip was from Wash~-.
ington DeC. to Newark,N.J. on the Metroliner de-

arting at 4:30 pm., one of about 7 each way daily
etween Washington and Wew York. :

Reservatjons are mandatory;T made mine a day in ad-
vance, ose who didn't were left behind in “ash-
ington because the train ran at capacity. The reser-
vation process was simnle,handled justlike airline
reservations -~ they even answer the phone promptly.
Although no seat numbers are assigned, only the ex-
act number of seats are sold. The handling of tie~
ket purchases at Union Station wasfairly efficient.
Prices are very gompetitive, $16.50<to Newark ver-
sus 24 for airfare.

Union Station itself is a rather depressing sight

these days, as are most passenger stations: neglec-
ted facilities, empty eoach yards, et al. But boar-
din=s the Metroiiner,one is treated to a red carpet

entrance and a short walk throush the gate to the

fetroliner. OSpecial elewated platforms were built

on the Ietroliner tracks to handle coach access

without steps. My train had six carsj 3 coaches, 2

snack coaches and a parlor coach. I'm told the pa-

rlor seats are sold out weeks in advance, liost peo-
ple have seen pictures of the exterior of the Met-

roliner so I won't describe it. 7The interior re-

sembles very much an airline coach - clean, pan-

eled, well decorated and lishted, and vleasant.

Coacﬂ seating 1is four across in comfortable res-
lining seats. 3aggage is carried aboard and placed

on racks overhead,

Ve denarted on time, and shortly thereafter a male
announcer came on the PA system to explain the trip
and the train much the same way that an airline pi-
lot talks to his vpassengers.

Soon we had cleared the Jashington yards and were
accelerating to mainline speed in short order-100
miles-per-hourl} The thirty miles between the ./ash-
ington Beltway “tation and Baltimore takes 20 min-
utes, Yther times are shown on the following sch-
edule:

The most pleasing part of the iletroliner trip ®o me
was the ride - marvelously smooth at 100 per., HNot
only has a good job been done on track maintenance
upgrading,but the truck and suspension engineering
for the coaches is excellent - little sway or rock.
Passengers are free to walk about and visit the sn-
ack lounge to purchase food or drink,or to make a
phone call from the mobile phone booth.

Continued on page 2

BOARD BRIEFS

A BRIEF REVIEW OF REPORTS MADE AND ACTIONS TAKEN
AT THE JANUARY 7, 1971, AND FEBRUARY 2, 1971, BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETINGS OF PSRMA.

JANUARY 7, 1971

1) The Beard autherized the cerperatien Treasurer
te pay all bills ef $5.00 er less, and all memthly eps-
ratienal bills such as utilities, witheut Beard appre-
val unless there is seme questien in the Treasurer's
mind cemceraing the validity ef a particular bill,

2) The Beard passed a metien te cemtinue PSRMA's
greup affiliatien with the Orange Bapire Trelley Musewm
of Perris, Califernia.

3) The Beard directed Presidemt Kerr te investi-
gate the matter ef an alledged bill due the BiM Machine
Werks ef Perris.

4) The Beard meved te rescind 2 metiem ef the De-
cember meeting stating PSRMA weuld net reimburse a Mar-
iachi band slated te perferm during the Puerte Pemasece
exeursien. The Beard imstead ratified payment ef $112
te the Mexican Teurist Bureau fer the bamd.

5) Jehn Hathawey, Directer ef Recerds & Persenmnel,
reperted 24 regular and 24 eentributimgmeabers had paid
dues fer 1971,

6) Rebert DiGiergie, Supsrintemdemt, presemted his
tentative schedule ef werk parties fer the first pertien
of 19?1.

7) By cemsensus the Beard feels a fleating fund
sheuld be established fer each excursien ence that ex-
cursien has received Beard appreval.

8) Kent Andersem reperted he had received a verbal
okay for a Kelse exeursiem em April 24, 1971. Andersen
seid a letter cenfiming the date,with pertiment infer-
matien, was en the way frem Unien Pacifie. The Beard
veted te cancel the execursien if the letter was net re-
ceived by January 20, and teek me ether actien pending
arrival ef the letter.

9) Chep Kerr, repertimg fer the Sterskeeper's de-
partment, ammeunced the U,5. Navy has denated twe vin-
tage flat cars new lecated at the FPeint Husnueme Naval
Base. Chep alse added the cars ean be stered at Peint
Huenusse at a charge ef 50¢ per feet per year.

10) Eric Sanders was appeinted Cemptreller fer the
Asseciatien,

11) President Kerr was instrueted by the Beard te
centact Mw. Bill Dumend ‘of the Sewtherm Califermia Ex-
pesitien cencerming the pessibility ef a PSRMA exhibit
at the Del Mar fair,
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Family income of
Metroliner Passengers
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