METROLINER (con't)

Throughout the trip,arrivals are announced several
minutes Whead of time, Stops are short = about 2
minutes or less. The seats are full and the custome
ers content.l thought the following survey results
were of interest to indicate the profile of people
who ride the Metroliner - 70% are men,

Although they elaim convenience mg the modern equip-
ment is the major factor for the lletroliner's suo=-
cess (at least from a percentage of occupled seats
viewpoint), I believe there 1is another very real
factor, Many people do not like to fly and giwn
anywhere near a comparable schedule andavailability

of modern equipment, they will take the ground tran-

sportation. 1 heard several people say this.

Overall, I was extremely impressed with the Met-
roliner. Of course there are always problems to
overcome and rovements to be made.l was alittle
disappointed at the conductors and attendants

were not more modernly attired, but I guess work-
rules prohibited it, They were certainly friendle
and courteous and, I suspect, chosen for this ser-
vice in part because of that. e were 10 minutes
late into Newark because of delays due to other
train traffic - not bad though, for a two-hour and
forty=-five minute trip

FROM THE CUPOLA

Within the past six months two very important edi-
torials appeared in REPORT, These werc "tditorial"
by Jerry mdlo in July,1970 and"At The Crossroads"
by Dave Parkinsom in August, 1970, I encouraze all
members to please re=read foth articles, Uhe ex-
ressed concern ~ht into PSRlli as an orsan=-

zation is just as relevant today, if not more so,
than in the Summer of 1970,

With these commentaries in mind Iwish to reiterate
the goals of the.Pacific Southwest Railway laseum
Association, This is especially important for the
benefit of new members and it will jog the older
members, least they forget.

Owr purpose is the establishment of a public museum
of railroading and urban rail transport,within San
Diego County, California, This museum is dedicated
to and actively engaged in the preservation, res-
toration and operation of steam, diesel, and elec-
tric locomotives, streetcars and all of the other
related equipment and items representing the rich
railroading heritage of the United States,

As presently envisioned this public museum will ine-
clude the following as a minimm 8

1, A full sisedystandard gauge railroad track, one
mile or more in length, upon which the restored
railroad amd:trolley equipment will bec operated.

2, in outdoor display area, featurins examples of
railway locomotives, railway cars, trolleys and
other equipment.

3. An indoor museum,to house anddisplay many small
artifacts of railroad history and to contain the
museum library, Association office, bookstore and
meeting rooms,

L, An 1880-1900 era railway station,if possible an
actual depot building acquired and moved to the mu-
seum site.

5. An all weather equipment maintenance and resto-
ration facility. Equipped with an overhead crane,
wheel drop pit, machine shop, wood and paint shops.

The mmeeum will not be a cobwebbed collection of
rusting machinery but will be an operating museum
where the sound of escaping steam,the smell of hot
oil, and a s trolley will be more than a re-
miniacent dream, re operating equipment can be
watched, listened to, and ridden upon. The museum
will ofi’er asignificant educational exp:rience for
this h and adults of this and future generations,
Additionally,it should most certainly develop into
a major tourist attraction for Southern California,
which would assure its future and help underwrite
continued growth.

In order to acheive this worthwhile, yet difficult
mission our Association must move full steam ahead
in four areas,

1. Raise funds in the tems-of-thousands of dollars

2, Acquire real property and begin its immediate
development

3. Increase the membership and develop more indiv-
idual participation and involvement.

4, Accelerate projects to preserve and restore pre-
sently owned equipment,

The Association is well qualified for the underta
king. We number over one-hundred-and=-forty members.
Each of us is bound together by a common interest
in the history and development of American railroads.,
We are dedicated individuals pledged to a singular
purpose. :

Now, having seen PSRMA's aspirations and problems
side=by=-side, what conclusions can we draw? Have
we embarked upon an impossible journey?I think not!
The pyramids were built, the Panama Canal was dug
World war II was won, and the lioon has been trod
upON.ss+By these precedents, hard work and a total
commitment by one=hundred percent of PCRMA's mem-
bership,we will have the best rail museum anyvhere.
PSRMA shall prevaillsl

He Chalmers Kerr, Jr.
President, PSRMA

WHAT IS IT? WHERE IS IT?? WHO'S GOT IT???

Every well organized and operated museum maintains
a catalogue describing its collection. iell, PSRMA
has the beginnings of a historically significant
collection but to date hasn't a complete descrip-
tion of the many items that have been donated since
our foundation several years ago.

In early 1971, a formal questionnaire will be sent
out to aid in this task, It is requested that pre=-
sent and past members and friends that have know-
ledge of g%mm owned material to please start to
get information together. In general,the following
data will be needed:

1, What is the item, its history and specification?
2, Who made the donation and when, estimated value?
3, Where is the item located now and its condition?
o How safely is it stored?

Someday when the permanent museum facilities are
constructed all of the outstanding material will be
called in for display. Prior to that, individual
projects will be undertaken to restore, maintain
and preserve these irreplaceable materials. This
needle in the haystack hunt may turn up a lost lo-
‘comotive, a switch key, an old time table, who kno-
ws what. So the challenge is out, hunters and beat-
ers to the fielde If you can't wait, call or write
He Chalmers Kerr, Jre



