southwest corner

Passenger service im the Seuthwest Cerner has re-
ceived a disappeimtimg blew te its past histery and a
shet in the arm fer its future pessibilities.

In MeCook, Illimeis, the Pielet Brethers Serap
Cempany wrete fimis te am era ef passenger histery in
the Seuthwest Cermer. Im the latter part ef 1970 Pie-
let Brethers scrapped every ex-Samta Fe PA passenger
diesel em their preperty. With the exceptiem ef feur
ex-Santa Fe PAs still in gervice em the Delaware and
Hudsen the eclassie ALCe-built diesel iz mew extimet.

What is disappeinting abeut this situatien is the
fact that a mmber ef erganizatiems appealed te Pielet
Brethers te save at least eme of the sleek lecemetives
The Chesapeake Westerm Museum eof Chesapeake, Virginia,
even offered cash fer am A-B-A set of PAs, but were re-
fused by the serapping eempany,

If mething else, these develemments sheuld fere-
wvarn diesel fams that, like their steam bretherem, the
classic pieses of diesel metive pewer are just as sus-
ceptible te extimetion as the steam emgime.

* Fer ysars. the FPAs were the maimstay em the San
Diegans betwsen here and Les Angeles, and Santa Fe
fast mail trains #7 and #3 east eut of Les Angeles.

Passenger service im amd eut of Sam Diege will be
areund past May 1 with the ammeumcement by Seecretary of
Tramspertation Jehn Velpe that the Sam Diege te Seattle
eerrider will be imeluded im the Railpax plam.

In the erigimal prepesal ef passemger service fer
Railpax this cerrider was cempletely igmered., Fer a
reil passemger te get frem Les Amgeles te Sam Frameis-
ce or Seattle he weuld have had te take a slight side
trip via Chieage!

Nebedy seems te be quite sure exaetly hew much
Railpax will preduce imsefar as passenger service is
cencerned. Ome eam hardly help but wemder what the
$40-mi11iem allecated by Washingtem fer the federally
funded plam cam aceemplish whem the railreads are ocur-
rently claiming they are lesimg mamy times that ameunt
each year em passemger serviece.

The plam calls feor a drastie reductien frem seme
360 imtereity passemger traims curremtly eperating. Ap-
preximately 150 traims are imeluded im the Railpax
plan, and they will feature vastly impreved equipment
and service...at least im theery.

But the least we here im Sam Diege camr de is thank
our varieus state and federal represemtatives fer
getting San Diege baeck emte the rail passemger map. New
we'll have a grandstand seat te see hew railread pass-
enger service will fare im the future. It sheuld beim-
t.roltilg....

by John Hathaway

Filling eut the rest ef this memth's celumm with
tidbits: Sam Diege state semater Jim Mills has imtre-
duced a bill te imerease the state gaselime tax by eme-
half cent per gallem te help pay fer a pregram te elim-
inate grade cressings. The bill ealls feor a feur year
life spam fer the extra tax amd prediets $45-dellars
will be raised fer the pregram.

Revenue frem this bill weuld be matehed by lecal
cemmunities emn a twe-te-eme basis im the grade cressing
eliminatiens. Railreads weuld alse help feet the bill.

Mills argues that railread eperatiems ceuld be
drastically speeded up mimus grade cressings amd emph<’
asizes the safety ef elimimatimg autemebiles and traims
eccupying the same space...tee eften at the same time,

SANTA FE has rebuilt seme six eld F-umits inte
their ewm "GP8" and/er "CF7" medel read umits and hepes
te make the switeh em twelve mere this year.

SANTA FE, SOUTHERN PACIFIC, amd UNION PACIFIC are
apparently satisfied with their metive pewer stables as
they exist mew and prebably will met purchase any ma jer
blecks eof mew medels im 1971, The last esuple ef years
have beer fun, watehing 2ll kinds ef wmew pewer relling
threugh the Seuthwest Cermer, but apparemtly the aus-
terity pregram has caught up with the railreads and the
ceming year will be a slew eme se far as metive pewer is
cencerned.

PSRMA GOES INTERNATIONAL

When the Association was founded, the idea was to
have a museum containing artifacts representing the
Soith Western US railroading industry. Well, with
the present state of affairs regarding equipmenj:.
availability, if such a restriction were held to,
our colleet.zon would probably not grow much more,
Equipment is still around in other oarts of the US,
but a larger source of untapped wealth is overseas.
Today standard gauge American built locomotives are
operating in France,Greece,Turkey, Iran and lexico.
Others are working on narrow and broad gauge pikes
elsewhere too.Streetcars that saw original service
in American cities now run aroundin South American
cities. So, feelers are out for foreign service US
built equipment. Also investization into foreign
built equipment isn't foinz to be overlooked.Right
now, today, over 200 steam locomotives of several
clasgses are 1in storame at a Welsh scrap dealers
yard, Several have been rescued by a British Preser-
vation Societies, why not PSRMA too? Shipment to
the US from overseas will be very very expensive
unless we can receive greatly reduced charges by
the shipping lines.If any of our membership has in-
formation on overseas equipment and insicht into
the shipping industry, please contact: Chop Kerr,



